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In all thy Ways acknowledge bim (i. e. the Lord) 
| and be ſhall direct thy Paths. Prov. iii 6. 


Whether therefore you Eat or Drink, or whatſoever ye 
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do, do all to the Glory of God. 1 Cor. 10. 31. "i | 
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Tender CounssL, &c. 


Dax Frrenvs, 
HOM the Lord, in the Riches 


\ N of his Love and Mercy, has 
y Y gracioufly viſited and done 
great Things for, Thereby 'tenderly ſalute 


you, with Deſires that may daily live 


in a holy Senſe of the deep and manifold | 


Obligations that you are under, to walk 
humbly and reverentiy before him while 
you have a Being here; and as it is ſo, 
you will have great ward Longings in 
your Hearts and Minds, that the ſhine 
divine Hand of Love and Mercy which 
has reach'd to you, and led you out of 
the Vanities and Evils which are it the 


World, may reach to your Children; 
9 1 that 
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that fo they may be a Seed to ſerve the 


Lord i in their Generation :_ And endea- 


vour as much as in you lies, to grain 
them up in the Way of Truth while they 
are 1 z the Wiſe Man faith, Train up 
ld in the May be ſhould go, and when 

be is old be will not depart from it. 
Although there are but few general 
Rules but what will admit of ſome Ex- 
ceptions ; yet without Diſpute, a virtuous 
and good Education has very often had 
good: Effects, fo that many have great 
Caũſe to be thankful to the Lord, for the 
Care and good Endeavours of their reli- 
gious Parents, that they did not indulge 
them in thoſe Things which tend to gra- 
tiky A ptoud and vain Mind: And thew 
«them by your Example, how good Chri/- 


pf -tians oyght to live. And I very much de- 


ſire, chat you may diſcourage thoſe Things 
in your Children, which you have been 
reproved for by the Spirit of Truth in 
yourſelves, both in Conver/ation, Habit and 
Speech, that n may be a Befling to 
them. 

And now, my Friends, give me leave to 
intreat you who are School-Maſters and 
School-Miſtreſſes, and have the Education 
and Tuition of ' Youth committed to your 
Care, humbly to ſeek, that you may be 
helped to ſer them good Examples: The 

Apoſtle 


„„ 
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Apoſtle exhorted his beloved Timothy, to 

be an Example of the Believers in Word, in 

Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, 

in Purity; and if your Converſations are 

ſuch as become the Followers of Chriſt, 

you may be great Inſtruments of Good to 

the Children under your Care : And let 

them fee you have got Command of your 

Tongues and Tempers, and of your own 

Spirits, that when you ſee Occaſion to re- 

prove or correct any of them, it may be 

: done in Wiſdom, and with that Command 

- of Temper, that you may anſwer the di- 

e || vine Principle in their Minds: We are 
* told by the Viſe Man, that Wiſdom: is bet- Ecel.ix. 
N ter than Strength or Weapons of War. And os. 
5 we read, that He that ruleth bis own Spirit, xvi. ze. 

e- is ſaid to be better than he who takes a City. 

58 Many of our prudent and good Friends, 

nN by their wiſe Conduct, have kept a fine 

in Authority over their Children, and thoſe 

nd that were under their Care, and yet they 

to have very much kept their Love and Af- 

fection; which is very excellent: But if 

to People rule in a four Temper and Spirit, 

nd over their Children and Servants, and 

10N them that are under their Care, they may 

our very much looſe their Love and Affec- 

be tion; and if they do ſo, then no wonder 

The it they flight and difregard them: It was 

p[tle pleaſing to the Lord, that Solomon ſought 

| | Wiſdom, 


humbly wait 


. 

Wiſdom, that he might know how to go 
in and out. before his People; and there is 
no doubt but * will be regarded, as you 

r the Wiſdom which comes 
from above, that you may know what to 
cheriſh, and what to ſuppreſs; and endea- 
vour as much as in you lies, to inſtil vir- 
tuous and good Principles into their 
Minds; and beget an Abhorrence in them 
againſt Vice and Immorality. And as many 
good nat ur'd young People have very much 
ſhorten'd their Days by Intemperance and 
drinking to Exceſs; and leveral have alſo 
very much waſted their Subſtance by 


Gaming; I very much deſire, that you may 


endeavour to principle your Children, while 
they are young, againſt theſe Things, and 
endeavour to perſuade them to mind that 
divine Principle of Ligbt and Grace in 


* themſelves, which ſhews them the Evil and 
the Tem vo pau of Satan, when they are 


preſented; that thereby they may be en- 
T5 to withſtand them. You have great 
Opportunities to influence their Minds, 
and to make good Impreſſions upon them: 
It is much to be deſired, that you ma 
have their Good truly at Heart; 'and i 
you keep to the ſeaſoning Grace of God in 
yourſelves, you may be greatly inſtrumen- 
tal to ſeaſon their Minds in their tender 
Tears. And as you fervently 8 
00 


Sc Wm a 1 


ſame Circumſtances. 


121 
Good, it may be, that you may have a 
Word of Counſel to drop now and then, 
which may prove like a Nail faſtened in 
a ſure Place, We read, that Words fit- 
ly ſpaken, or ſpoken in Seaſon, are ſaid 
to be like Apples of Gold in Pictures of 
Silver : And as you are found in the 
Diſcharge of your Duty to them, in all 
Reſpects, you will enjoy great Peace in 
your own Minds: I believe, ſome School- 
Maſters and School-Miſtreſſes have very 
much recommended themſelves, and in- 
creas'd their Schook, by their Care and 
Diligence, and in doing to other Peoples 
Children as they would have had their own 
Children done to, if they were under the 


And, dear Children, and young People, 

who are growing up, I tenderly deſire that 
you may take that wiſe and excellent 
Counſel of our Saviour, where he exhorts, 
firſt to ſeek the Kingdom of God and his, 
Righteouſneſs, and all theſe Things ſhall be vii. 33. 
added unto you ; then the Lord's Care will 
be over you, and the Hand: which is full 
of Bleſſings will be opened to you : If you 
remember, our Saviour faith, that The Luke 
Kingdom of God cometh not with Obſerva- i,. 
tion, neither ſhall they ſay, lo bere, or bo 
there, but bebold the Kingdom of God is with- 
in you. May you fervently ſeek to know 
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Mat. xi. 
29. 


e 


the Lord to bear Rule and govern in your | 
Hearts, whoſe Right it is to rule there. 
You find in that very excellent Prayer 


which our Saviour taught his Diſciples, 
they were directed to pray for the King- 
dum of God to come, and that bis Will might 
be done in Earth as it is done in Heaven: But 
till Men come to witneſs the Lord to be 


King in them, and have the Dominion in 


their Hearts, they can never live according 
to his Will, And as they were taught in 


that excellent Prayer, to pray that beir 


Treſpaſſes might be forgiven them, as they 
forgave theſe that treſpaſſed againſt them ;, I 
deſire that you may learn, while you are 
young, to forgive Injuries, and forget them 


too : Beſure that you bear no Prejudice in 


ep nos one againſt another, but live 
n Love and Peace, and ftrive to excel in 
Humility and Meekneſs: Learn of me, ſaith 
eur Saviour, for I am meek and lowly in 


Heart. He was not only an Example of 
Plainneſs to Mankind, but he was inward- 


ly humble: The more meek, humble, and 
merciful, People are, they are the more 


like our great Pattern the Lord Jeſus 


Eph. vi. 
1. 
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Chriſt. Remember the holy A poſtle's 
Counſel, To obey your Parents in the Lord; 
for, faith he, this is right. This is the Way 
to proſper and be bleſt : Many good na- 
tured Children, that were of an obliging 
F Temper, 
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„ 
Temper, and of a condeſcending Spirit, 
have very much endear'd themſelves to 
their Parents; but on the other hand, many 
that would not be ruled by their good Pa- 
rents, have fallen into bad Company, and 
have been drawn into Gaming and hard 
Drinking, and ſo have brought ſwift Ruin 
upon themſelves,” - - 7, * of 
I. And if any of you ſhould hereafter ; in- 
| cline to Marry, I would have you to pay 
a very great Regard to your Parents, and 
Friends Counſel ; and like that good Ser- 
a vant of Mrabam, who, when he went to 
ö ſaek for a Wife for his Maſter's Son aac, 
[ ſought. that the Lord might direct him: Let 
5 Truth and Virtue be your chief Objects, 
I that you may be happy in a married State, 
* But how many that have not regarded the 
e 
n 
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Truth, and would not be ruled by their 
Parents and Friends, have married very 
impradently, and have laid a great Foun» 
dation for making their own Living very 

F | unbappy and uncomfortable, and have 
1. | brought great Sorrow to their good Pa- 
nde eln | 07. 40 
* I very much deſire, that as you grow in 
„ | Years you may grow in Grace; that ſo, 
like good Samuel, you may grow in Favour 
1, with the Lord and good Men ; Good and 
ay virtuous Living will not only very much 
recommend you to the better Part of Dy 
ind, 


Truth, and to make good Improvement [oy 
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Kind, but it is the May to obtain the Bloc 
feng which maketh truly rich, and adds no Sor- 
row withit, And live in Love and Peace, 
and ſpeak lovingly and meekly to one ano- 
ther. And if you behave well, you will. be 
a Credit to your Maſter, and to your 
Friends: And make good Ulſe of your 
Time, and ſtrive to excel in Learning, and pre 
in the beſt Things. If you ſhould live in 
the Fear of God, and take good Ways 
(it ir ſhould pleaſe the Lord to ſpare you) 
you may be very ſerviceable in your Ge- 
neration: The holy Man of God (viz, 
Jobn) wrote to Gaius, ſaying, I have nd 
greater Foy than to hear that my Children | 
walk in Truth. And to be ſure it would be [ner 
a great Comfort to many of your Parents, rem 
and good Friends, to have you take good | gf; 
Ways: And if any of you ſhould want J. 
to be put out to Trades, H you are honeſt ZA 
and peaceable, and careful to ſpeak the [az 


of your Time while you are at School, ſo hot 


that the Maſter can give a good Account hic 


of you, his good Recommendation may be roy 
z Means to help ſeveral of you to good fearn 


a 
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And dear Children, Remember your Cre. Berys 
ator in the Days of your Youth, and conſidet Parer 
the Obligations you are under to ſerve him, hat 
who is the Author of your Being, and the pray, 
1 Fountain eg We 


„5 
Fountain from whom all the good Things 
which you receive comes: And as the Hi/e 
Man faith,. God hates a proud Look, and a 
lying Tongue, and him that ſows Diſcord a- 
mongſt Brethren, be ſure that you hate to 
tell an Uutruth, and have a Care of being 
d, becauſe we read, that Pride goes prov. 
before Deſtruttion, and a haughty Spirit be- wi. 18. 
ere à Fall. And I would have you guard 
| againſt a quarrelſome Spirit and Temper ; 
andi if at any Time, any ill natur'd People 
Z. ſhould call any of you unbecoming Names, 
nd | be ſure that yau do not giveone unbecom- 
en ing or unhandſome Word for another; 
be [neither render Reviling for Reviling ; but 
ts, fremember that the Viſe Man ſaith, That a 
od | oft Anſwer turns away Wrath: Neither give 
int |fattering Titles to any: If you remember, 
eft |Zlibu ſaid, that he did not know to give Job 
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the [flattering Titles; in ſo doing bis Maker would 2 
ent oon take bim away. Now although I would 


, fo hot have you: to giye flattering Titles, 
ant Which may tend to gratify the vain and 
be proud Mind in any, yet I would have you 
ood Fearn: to. ſpeak handſomely and becom- 
_ Þgly. to every Body, even to the pooreſt 
Cre- pervant or Apprentice about any of your 
idet Parents Houſes, and alſo to the Beggar 
him, hat comes for an Alms; and ſeek, and 
the pray, like good Jabez, that the Lord may ichron 
ntain ep your from Evil; and we read, that the l 10. 
Rs 33 Lord 


10. 
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Lord anſwered his Prayer: The Fear of 


the Lord is a great Bleſſing to' all thoſe 
who live in it, it is a Fountain of Life, 
which preſerves from the Snares of Death : 
and if you would not be drawn into any 
evil and hurttul Things, I would have you 


to be very choice of your Company; for 
Peoples Company has often great Influence 


upon them: Remember the Wiſe Man's 


prov. i, Counſel, My Son, ſaith he, if Sinners entice 


thee, conſent thou not: Many good natur'd 
People have been ruined to. a great De- 
gree, through hearkening to the Entice- 


ments of Sinners; but they are wiſe, who 


learn from others Harms to beware: 
Love to read the Holy Scriptures, and other” 
good Books; but do not read any idle 
and corrupt Books, which may tend' to 


corrupt your Minds, I very much deſire 
you may be prevailed upon, by the Power 


of divine I .ove, to bear the Yoke and Croſs 
of Chriſt in your Youth, that/in the End 


you may witneſs that Peace which the World 


can neither give nor take away. So with De- 
fires that you may make a right and good 
Application of this Friendly Counſel, and 


that you may benefit thereby, I conclude 
your Friend, who wiſhes well to you and 


all Men, 24 M 59 ttf 


| London, the 18th ofthe 


12th Month, 2743. BENJAMIN HoLME, 


